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Our Next Faithful Step: Where We Are in the Visioning Process

Over the past several months, our congregation has been engaged in a season of listening, prayer,
conversation, and discernment through Our Next Faithful Step. We have heard from the congregation
through the Town Hall gathering, the churchwide survey, small group conversations, and leadership
team meetings. Through all of this, we have been asking a central question: Who is God calling First
Christian Church to be, and what is our next faithful step together?

One of the main goals of this process is to develop what is often called a Vision Frame. A Vision Frame is
a simple, clear way of naming a church’s shared calling. It does not replace the work of the church, and
it 1s not meant to be a slogan or a marketing phrase. Instead, it gives us a common language for who we
are, what matters most to us, where we believe God is leading us, and how we will focus our energy in
the years ahead.

A Vision Frame usually includes four parts. The first is a Mission Statement, which answers the
question, “Why do we exist?” The second is a set of Core Values, which names the convictions and
commitments that shape how we live out that mission. The third is a Ministry Strategy, which helps us
focus our attention on the most important areas of ministry in this season. The fourth is a set of
Measures, which helps us recognize signs that we are living faithfully into God’s calling.

At our most recent Leadership Team meeting, we began drafting the first part of that frame: our mission
statement. The current working draft says:

FCC Lufkin is a Christ-centered community where all have a place at the table to grow in faith, share
God’s love, and serve one another, our neighbors, and the wider world.

This 1s still a draft, but it reflects many of the themes we have heard throughout this process. Again and
again, people have spoken about the importance of Christ-centered faith, the open table, welcome and
belonging, spiritual growth, care for one another, and service to the community and world. The draft
mission statement is an attempt to hold those gifts together in one clear sentence.

We are now working on the next part of the Vision Frame: our values. Values describe the commitments
that guide how we live out our mission. They are not just words we like; they are the things we want to
be true in the way we worship, serve, welcome, make decisions, care for one another, and engage our
community. As we work on this language, we are paying close attention to what the congregation has
already shared: our love for worship and Communion, our commitment to mission, our desire to be
welcoming and hospitable, our hope for unity, our care for children and families, and our calling to be
more visible and engaged in Lufkin. Continue pg. 2
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Continued...

This process is not about creating something entirely new from scratch. It is about listening
carefully for the gifts God has already placed in this congregation and discerning how those
gifts can be more faithfully focused for the future. Some of what we name will sound familiar,
because it is already part of who FCC is. Some of it may stretch us, because faithfulness often
asks us to grow, adapt, and make room for new possibilities.

There is still more work ahead. Once the Leadership Team has a fuller draft of the Vision
Frame, we will continue refining the language and looking at how it can guide our ministry
priorities, our planning, and our life together as a church. The goal is not simply to produce a
document. The goal is to help FCC move forward with greater clarity, unity, and purpose as we
seek to follow Jesus together.

Thank you to everyone who has participated, prayed, listened, shared honestly, and helped
guide this process so far. We are grateful for the faithfulness of this congregation, and we trust
that God is continuing to lead us toward our next faithful step.

Scouts Are Growing at FCC!

We are excited to share some good news about Scouting at First Christian Church! A recent
recruitment event brought more than a dozen families interested in Cub Scouts, and new
registrations are already beginning to come in.

Even more exciting, there are now enough participants to move forward with chartering Scout
Troop 134B, with paperwork expected to be submitted soon. There is also strong interest in
forming Troop 134G for girls, and leaders are hopeful that unit will be chartered this year as
well.

It is wonderful to see Scouting growing again at FCC and to have the opportunity to support
young people and families in our community. We look forward to sharing more as these new
troops take shape!

What's on the Calendar.
e September 5th, Sunday. The Elders meeting is at 5pm in the Parlor.
e September 7th, Monday. Office closed for Labor day

e September 13th, Sunday, at 4pm in the parlor. We will host Charlene Reese Book signing of
her new book “Psalms of my Heart”. We will serve Tea and Deserts.

e September 14th, Monday. The Finance/Living Trust meeting is at 5:30pm in the Library/
Room 1 and the General Board meeting is at 6:30pm in the Parlor

e September 15th, Tuesday. Men’s Fellowship at 6pm.

e September 1-18th. The Preschool is selling MUMs in 10in pots. Colors are yellow, red, and
orange. You can order in the gathering area or the narthex.

e  Mum pick up is September 30th in the Fellowship Hall, Church office if after the 30th.



Program Coordinator August Newsletter

August was a short month for me. Natalie and I went on a European Cruise for two weeks. It
was a solar eclipse cruise and we were in the “path of totality." We toured Great Britain, Spain,
France, Portugal, Guernsey and Belgium. I am grateful for the flexible schedule that the church
allows for this position. I do keep records of my time and accomplished tasks to make sure the
church is getting the time and effort they expect out of this position.

I am continuing to work on planning for the Pumpkin Palooza. The signup for volunteers to help
with stations should be coming out soon. Planning for the Living Nativity continues as well. We
have ordered some new scenery pieces to see how they will look. Thanks to Todd Sobray who
has agreed to update some of the scenery props.

I have sent out the dates for fall and winter youth retreats to parents to put on their calendars.
I have also contacted prospective children/youth parents about the Sunday School schedule and
the children/youth will be moving to a newly decorated classroom in September. I taught
children/youth Sunday School on August 23 and thoroughly enjoyed the group and their
interactions.

I met with Jack to do my staff evaluation last week. It seems I am doing an "ok" job in that I
wasn’t asked to leave (LOL). I have enjoyed my position but hope to continue to improve upon
the expectations of the position. I know I probably have not met the expectations of every
church member, but I do try to do what I can in the time that I have during the week to get
things accomplished and balance out the other jobs and responsibilities I have outside of the
church.

Here is a list of property things that need to be accomplished if anyone has the time and ability
to help with to get tasks completed sooner than I can by myself: fix toilet in women’s restroom
in sanctuary, rewire light fixture for new LED bulbs in new preschool office, replace lights in
sanctuary, change AC filters, take out kitchen garbage disposal, trim limbs touching buildings,
and scrape/paint exterior trim on education building.

Here are some things I was able to accomplish in August in regards to property: hung backpack
holders for preschool, cut limbs blocking preschool camera on playground, installed
programmable thermostats in fellowship hall, installed 2 mics in ceiling in sanctuary for choir,
killed wasps, replaced lights in narthex, checked van oil, worked on doors on sanctuary,
replaced door handle for preschool in ed. bldg., hung sign for preschool, repaired a pew,
corrected arrows on signs, and hung a smart board for preschool.

Kudos to Polly Goodier for taking ownership of finding funds and coordinating the contract
painting of all of the exterior doors on campus and also for taking the lead on getting the new
children/youth Sunday School classroom ready.

In service to God, His Church and His people,
Jay Thornton
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OUTREACH SPONSORSHIPS FOR PUMPKIN PATCH

If you have contacted a local business about being a sponsor for our Pumpkin Patch this year,
now 1s the time to follow up with them and see if you can get that sponsorship secured. I am
hoping that we can get all checks or commitments (on those that are sharing revenue as vendors
or photographers) by Friday 9/4.

We currently have $2400 in committed sponsorship donations. We also have two vendors
sharing revenue with us, and we have sound equipment and a sound technician donated for our
concert on the lawn. This is great! I hope we can get a few more before the week is out.

Please reach out to Artie if you have any questions.

Thanks for all the hard work.
Anyone who is working to secure sponsorships for our Outreach ministries, please

have the sponsorship funds in by September 4, 2026, to ensure the business is
included in all advertisements and Pumpkin Patch signage.

Get Ready for Pumpkin Patch 2026: Bigger, Better, and More Fun!

Wow!!! We are about to start on the final glide path to Pumpkin Patch 2026! Soon we will start
talking about sign-ups for setup day, unloading, and shift volunteers. The Pumpkin Patch this
year will be bigger, better, and a whole lot more fun. Last year we added the Pumpkin Palooza,
this year we are adding sponsorships and special activities each Saturday. In addition to the
Palooza, we will have a Charity Concert on the front lawn, a special Picture Fun day at the
Patch featuring professional photographers, and finally, Trick or Treat at the Patch on
Halloween, the last Saturday of October. Money raised from our sponsorship campaign will go
to fund local organizations The Family Crisis Center of East Texas and the Mosaic Center as
well as our overseas missions.

Dates to keep in mind:
Set-up day, Sunday, October 4th.
Delivery day, Friday, October 9th.

Volunteer training, Wednesday, October 7th at 6:30pm, and Sunday, October 11th at 4:00pm.

If you want to be more involved with the Pumpkin Patch, we have opportunities for people that
can take on expanded specific responsibilities or if you would want to serve on the Leadership
Team in a more general role, let Jeff Goodier know.

We have high hopes for the Pumpkin Patch this year. We will raise more money, raise
awareness of our local and overseas missions, and bring a great number of people onto our
church campus. Come, be a part of the face, hands, and feet of Christ at First Christian Church,

Lufkin, TX. 4



The Pumpkin Patch is coming—and you can help!

Since Halloween falls on the final Saturday of our sale, we are excited to add a special “Trick or
Treat” event from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. To make this a sweet success, we are collecting individually
wrapped candy through October 25. You can drop off your donations in the collection baskets
located in the Narthex and the Gathering space, or hand them directly to Ashton in her office.

Hello All!

As summer winds to an end and services return to the normal rhythm, I ask everyone
to take a moment and review their giving. Mid-year contribution statements were
sent out by email in the first week of July. They are available to be printed and
picked up by request at the church office as well.

There was not a large response to these statements when they were sent in July- I
hope this means I have done a fantastic job! On a more serious note, please look at
these statements thoroughly. I have taken my time and gone line by line to ensure
accurate distribution of all giving. This review of records is to build confidence
within the congregation in my abilities as your bookkeeper. If a mistake is found or
clarification is needed, do not hesitate to reach out! After all, I am a flawed creation
and cannot hope for perfection; mistakes are to be expected, and I intend to correct
them to the congregation's satisfaction.

Humbly,
- Megan Jordy
Bookkeeper

From Punchlines to Pantries— CISC

We are excited to announce an upcoming community event that promises to bring laughter,
connection, and meaningful impact to Lufkin. On September 13th 2026 CISC will host a Charity
Comedy Show staring nationally recognized comedian Marcus D. Wiley at the Pittser Garrison
Convention Center.

This event is more than just a night of entertainment it directly supports our mission to combat
food insecurity and provide essential resources to individuals and families in our community
who are facing hardship.
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Choir Corner — 9/1/26

Hello, friends! I'm writing from a mountain that has actually had almost daily rain the last
couple of weeks, which has brought cooler temps! (Answer to prayer.) I leave for Fort Worth a
week from tomorrow and arrive in Lufkin on the 12th.

I have two pieces of sad news to share. First, our Will Lanigan is leaving us. His last Sunday is
September 13. This news really gutted me, but I want the best for Will, as I know you all do.
None of us will ever know the time it takes to pick music, register it on the organ and practice
it. He’s been practicing in the sanctuary mostly late at night when he would rather be
sleeping! Will went to college for journalism and I know you are enjoying his reporting for the
Lufkin Daily News and Charm Magazine. Now, he will have more time for fun and rest!

My goodness, what a joy it’s been having Will bring our organ to life again with his artistry,
creativity and talent! I'm so grateful for how he beautifully held down the fort for me the last
three summers. He’s not going anywhere, so we will have him back as a guest periodically, I
promise!

We will have a “Will’s Blessing Basket” in the foyers of both services the next two Sundays. Feel
free to write him a note or card, give a love gift or even a restaurant gift card. We will recognize
him the 13th, in the traditional service.

Next, our lovely Dee Bennett has decided that it’s time to retire from choir and handbells. This
was another heartbreak for me, but I understand and honor her decision. I know it’s hard for
her to leave us, too. We will miss her fun, sassy, alto self!She has faithfully served the music
ministry for many years. Thank you, Dee.

I am excited about the plan to combine our services starting the first Sunday of October. You
guys know I love our traditional services, but I understand that it went so well this summer
that the congregation wants that energy and excitement to continue and grow and for us all to
worship together. So, I'm expecting there to be blessings galore from the new format and maybe
even some new additions to the choir!

I hope to see a great crowd in the Traditional Service for my first Sunday back and Will’s last
official Sunday! He will be picking his favorite hymns and has planned a special Postlude.

Won'’t be long . . .
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A Wonderful Start to a New School Year at FCCP!

First Christian Church Preschool is off to a wonderful start for the 2026-2027 school year! Our
classrooms are full of energy, learning, laughter, and most importantly, opportunities to share

the love of Jesus with our children each day.

We are excited to announce that Cheyenne Todd has stepped into her new role as Instructional
Coach. In this position, Cheyenne works alongside our teachers to support curriculum,
classroom environments, instructional practices, and the continued growth of our preschool
program. She 1s also assisting in the preschool office, and we are thankful for the many ways
she supports our children, families, and staff.

We are also thrilled to welcome Tris Day, a member of our First Christian Church congregation,
as our music teacher! Tris brings a wonderful variety of musical instruments into our
classrooms, along with an incredible passion and joy for sharing music with our children. The
children have the opportunity to explore sounds, rhythms, movements, and different
instruments while experiencing the pure joy that music can bring. We are thankful that Tris
has chosen to share her time and talents with FCCP.

This year, our classrooms are spread across two buildings. Our main preschool building is home
to our Nurseries-Little Lambs and Little Blessings; our three Toddler classes-Mustard Seeds,
Little Sprouts, and Blooming Branches; our Two-Year-Old classes Little Disciples and Grace
Growers, and our after school care program-Soaring Eagles. The Adult Building is now home to
our Three-Year-Old classes-Faith Builders and Promise Keepers-and our Four Year-Old PREP
class, Kingdom Kids. We are so grateful for the additional space that allows our children and
teachers to learn, grow, an thrive.

We kicked off the school year with an FCCP T-Shirt sale! Our students and staff will wear their
FCCP shirts on Spirit Fridays, helping us celebrate our school family and build a sense of unity
throughout the preschool. September also brings our Mum Fundraiser. Beautiful mums are
available for $20 per10-inch pot. A fundraiser flyer is posted outside the church office for anyone
who would like more information or would like to support FCCP. We appreciate our church
family’s continued support of our preschool and its ministry.

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped us prepare for and begin this school year.
Whether you helped with classrooms, facilities, supplies, playground preparations, prayers,
encouragement, or simply stepped in wherever you were needed, your support has made a
difference.

We are excited about what God has in store for FCCP this year. Thank you, First Christian
Church, for continuing to support this important ministry and for helping us provide a place

where children can learn, grow, and know the love of Jesus. Here’s to a wonderful year at First
Christian Church Preschool!

Blessings,
Traci Fuller Pictures on back of page.

FCCP Director



PLACE AN ORDER IN THE MAIN OFFICE,
OR WITH A STUDENT

$20 PER POT!




Prayer Concerns

Members

Martha Bates
Cay Billingsley
Ben Broughton
Pat Day
Mariellen Day
Gayle Fuller
Gail Ingersol
Knibb Family
Paul Lantis

Debra Moore
Lynn Pavlic
Linda Poland
Connie Porter
Kay Schory
Glenda Smiley
Patti Smithhart
Effie Stemple

Family and Friends

Bridget Hannah Ty Taylor

Anne Veille

Lane Beamer

Mark Beavers Marcos Hernandez

Dylan Bederman Linda Jones
Gary Bolt Vicky Pate Jones

Steve Bolt Ruth Jones

Alison Canterberry Sharon McClure

Heather Newman

Amber Nichols

Easton Cole

Tina Cook

Dwayne Turner
Pat Levens Linda Wallace

Larry McDonald

Jon Cooper

Christa Ogden

Kathy Hearne Deal Rosemary Pena

Dorothy Denton

Carl Ray Polk

Nancy Flores

Mission Partners
Jonathan Sewava in Uganda

Los Pinos Nuevos churches in Cuba

Church Information

Ronnie Gard
Matteo Golinello

Charlie, Katie &
Sutton Grove

Juliet Puckett
Jenny Roberts

Anne Rowe

Chris & Laurin Shea
Nancy Sloan

Address: 1300 S. First St Lufkin, TX 75901
Phone #: 936-634-8341

Website: fcclufkin.com

Office Hours

Monday through Friday  8am-5pm

Closed for lunch 12pm-1pm
Jack’s Office Hours  W-Th 10am-3pm

Sunday Church Services

The Gathering Worship ?am
Sunday School 10am
Traditional Worship 1Tam

Staff Emails:

Rev. Jack Knox jknox@fcclufkin.com
Senior Minister
Paula West waulapestl@yahoo.com
Director of Music
Jay Thornton jthornton@fcclufkin.com
Program Director
Ashton Cobb aelliott@fcclufkin.com

Administrative Assistant

Megan Jordy mjordy@fcclufkin.com
Bookkeeper
Traci Fuller tfuller@fcclufkin.com

Preschool Director
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