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Stories We Thought We Knew & Our Daily Bread

Have you ever reread a favorite book or watched a familiar movie and noticed something you had
completely missed before?

The Bible is like that. Many of us have heard its stories since childhood, yet they continue to surprise
us. Sometimes the stories we think we know best still have the most to teach us.

Beginning August 9, we'll spend four weeks in a series called Stories We Thought We Knew. Together,
we'll revisit some of Scripture's most familiar passages — not to learn something completely new, but to
see them with fresh eyes. We'll discover that Noah's story may have more to do with baptism than
animals, that Martha has been misunderstood more often than she deserves, that the rich young
ruler's struggle runs deeper than money, and that Jonah's story isn't really about a fish at all. By
reading familiar passages alongside other parts of Scripture, we'll uncover surprising connections and
fresh insights that speak to our lives today.

Then, beginning September 6, we'll shift our focus from seeing Scripture in a new way to living our
faith each day. Our four-week series, Our Daily Bread, will explore simple spiritual practices that
nourish our lives with God: prayer, Sabbath, Scripture, and hospitality. Just as we need daily bread to
sustain our bodies, we need daily practices that sustain our souls.

As part of this series, we'll be reviving a meaningful tradition from a few years ago. Each Sunday
during Our Daily Bread, members and friends of the congregation will provide freshly baked bread for
communion. There is something deeply moving about receiving bread that has been lovingly prepared
by members of our own church family. If you enjoy baking—or would simply like to participate in this
ministry—we invite you to sign up to bake a loaf for one of the Sundays in September. More
information and a sign-up sheet will be available soon.

Whether you've been reading the Bible for decades or are just beginning your journey of faith, we hope
you'll join us for these two series as we rediscover familiar stories, practice daily discipleship, and

gather around Christ's table together.

We look forward to worshiping with you.



Program Coordinator August Newsletter

Vacation Bible School was held July 20-24. We had approximately 45 children from the
preschool and 11 children from our church and community. VBS was a success due to those
church members who led each station and those who helped them: Tina Peavy (snacks), Claire
Walker (recreation), Sarah Jackson (music), Mary Carol Grimes (crafts), Polly Goodier (bible
story), Elaine Marron, Kasie Lopez, and Tris Day. Student helpers were Bonnie Minshew,
Rachel Morris, Hannah Morris, and Willie Thompson. Thanks to Pastor Jack for helping with
the sound and computer during the opening sessions. Thank you to Steve and Deborah Moore
for donating the snacks for the week and Bob Brown for donating extra funds. The volunteers
did a great job of being flexible and in their ability and willingness to sometimes change things
up on the fly to meet their individual stations needs especially for the toddlers and 2 yr olds.
VBS also gave the church members the opportunity to get to know the preschool workers and
each other as they helped each of their groups at each of the stations. The help of the preschool
workers was greatly appreciated.

Thank you to Natalie Thornton for asking the Grace Group to help with teaching youth/
children Sunday School starting on August 9. Thank you to Jannah Nerren, Emme Cason,
Leslie Reed, Debbie Brown, Natalie Thornton and Claire Walker for volunteering to teach in the
rotation. I am continuing to work on Living Nativity and Pumpkin Palooza.

Here are some property updates over the past month and upcoming items. Since
preschool was out of school after VBS was completed, this allowed Polly Goodier, David Guzman
and George Reed to paint a room in the preschool wing. Thank you for using your skills and
time. Work on the HVAC coils by Hannah’s refrigeration has begun and thankfully not all the
coils are in need of cleaning. They are using a camera to inspect the coils to determine if they
need cleaning or not. Thank you to Tina Turner for cleaning out the church vans. Polly has
received a bid to get all of the exterior doors painted and work should be started soon. Since I
was out of town for a week and helped with VBS for a week, I was only able to accomplish a few
things regarding property. I painted the sign post by the sanctuary and helped paint preschool
rooms. If you see a need around the property, let me know.

As I have stated before, we all have different gifts. Also, people look at things differently,
especially when it comes to church. Some of these things that people look at differently are the
priority of the property needs, what ministries should be prioritized, music preference, real
bread or gluten-free cups, service projects, budget allocations, etc. In all these things that we
look at differently, my prayer is that the Holy Spirit would guide us, that our words are spoken
with love and to love each other through the processes.

I will be unavailable August 7-20 and will not be able to answer emails, texts or phone
calls.

In service to God, His Church and His people,
Jay Thornton
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Ministry Council Meeting Aug 11

I want to encourage all ministry leaders to attend our meeting on August 11. We are heading
into a very busy time for our church.

e Pumpkin Patch

e Pumpkin Palooza

e Outreach Sponsorships (kicking off at the ministry council meeting)
e Charity concert on the front lawn for Pumpkin Patch

e Photo day at Pumpkin Patch

e Trick or Treat at the Pumpkin Patch

e Advent

e Living Nativity

e Christmas

I'm sure there is more, but please mark your calendars now and be prepared to discuss your
part in these ministry opportunities as we all work best when we all work together.

Thanks,
Artie

Outreach Sponsorship Drive

What it is: A short-term team that works in August to find sponsors for our very popular
Pumpkin Patch that occurs on our front lawn in October.

How it works: Team members make in person contacts with local businesses they have
relationships with and ask for sponsorships to support our Outreach and Missions (an example
letter that you would leave is below). What the sponsor would get in return is all in the letter.

Why?: This will enable First Christian Church Lufkin to do more outreach in our local
community and around the world. It will also tell the story to many people in our community
about what First Christian Church does and what we do to serve those on the margins.

Please: I ask you to read the letter over and consider if you have a few business contacts
in Lufkin or the surrounding area that you could contact for sponsorships.

The letters you would hand out would have your name on it.
If you want to help us with this, please let Artie Anderson know. 936-676-9629
I hope to kick this off at our Church Ministry Council Meeting on Aug 11.

Thanks,
Artie Continuing on pg. 4



Example Letter:

Dear Friends,

First Christian Church of Lufkin will host our 2026 Pumpkin Patch again this year and we are excited
to invite you to partner with us as a Pumpkin Patch Sponsor.

Throughout the month of October, our Pumpkin Patch will provide a fun, family-friendly gathering place
for our community while raising funds to support The Family Crisis Center of East Texas and The
Mosaic Center, as well as outreach ministries and overseas missions that extend Christ's love both in
our local community and around the world. Every sponsorship and every pumpkin purchased helps
make these ministries possible.

As a Pumpkin Patch Sponsor, you and/or your business will be recognized in our Lufkin Daily News
advertisements, social media promotions, and on signage displayed throughout the Pumpkin Patch,
giving your business excellent community visibility while supporting these important ministries.

Your sponsorship is tax-deductible. First Christian Church of Lufkin is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) religious
organization. A receipt for your tax-deductible contribution will be provided upon receipt of your
sponsorship payment.

Donation Details
We are asking for sponsorship donations at the following levels:
e Harvest Sponsor — $250

o Gold Sponsor — $400: Additional exposure as a photo op location sponsor/co-sponsor

Platinum Sponsor — $500 or more: Additional exposure as a special Saturday event sponsor/co-sponsor
Payments by Check or Cash Only

e Make checks payable to: First Christian Church of Lufkin
e Include "Pumpkin Patch Sponsor" in the memo line.
e (Contact your sponsorship team member to arrange pickup of your check or cash donation.

o If you provide your donation amount in advance, your receipt and Sponsor Poster can be delivered at

the same time.

Deadline: September 4, 2026, to ensure your business is included in all advertisements and Pumpkin
Patch signage.
We hope you'll visit the Pumpkin Patch throughout October to enjoy the beautiful pumpkins, take family

photos, and experience this special community tradition. If your organization or group would like to host
an event in the Pumpkin Patch, please contact the church office to schedule a date.

Thank you for your generous support of First Christian Church's Pumpkin Patch and the many lives
your sponsorship will help impact.

Sincerely,

Artie Anderson
Pumpkin Patch Sponsorship Coordinator
First Christian Church of Lufkin



Choir Corner — 8/1/26

“The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and restoring your
strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring.” Isaiah 58:11

Hello from my mountain, where I am claiming this verse that my dear friend sent this morning.
Such a drought even the “old-timers” have never seen! It’s heartbreaking, as is the destruction
caused by the fires here in the West.

Last Sunday, I decided to sing “There Shall Be Showers of Blessing” at my tiny Presbyterian
church, just in case it might help. Then Tuesday, God smiled on us, and we got 3/4 to an inch of
lovely, soaking rain . . . the first since I arrived June 2! How relieved our wildlife and parched
grass and trees must have felt. I know the humans were gratefully giddy! We have watched it
rain all around us this summer, just not ON US!

I hope you have been “showered” with blessings this summer . . . Jack’s movie-themed sermons,
the combined services, VBS, camps, beautiful music. Maybe you’ve managed to get away for
summer adventures, relaxation or time with family and friends. All good memories as summer
comes to an end.

It won’t be long before I'm back with my beloved choir and congregation. Until then, please pray
for my mountain, the much-needed rain and water issues my association is having with the
State of Colorado.

Grateful to be part of this prayer-filled church,

paula

“Showers of blessing,
Showers of blessing we need:
Mercy-drops round us are falling,

But for the showers we plead.”
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Fall 2026 ¢ FIELDHOUSE
Classes

‘\. Classes begin Monday, August 17

Free Classes meet every Monday, Tuesday, &
12 Week JBY OReStoring Thursday

Relationships

Classes

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm, meal provided

_—r Open to men ages 18 and up
Challenges

(936)635-3916 or (936)632-2035
clay@themensfieldhouse.org

Contact Us Today! themensfieldhouse.org

The Men's Fieldhouse

0

What's on the Calendar.

e August 2nd, Sunday. Back to School Backpack Blessings. Students please bring your back-
packs.

e August 2nd, Sunday. The Elders meeting is at 5pm in the Parlor.

e August 10th, Monday. The Finance/Living Trust meeting is at 5:30pm in the Library/Room 1
and the General Board meeting is at 6:30pm in the Parlor

e August 18th, Tuesday. Men’s Fellowship at 6pm.
e August 30th, Sunday. The 5th Sunday of the Month.

That is all for now. Have a great month of August!



i@ i‘g FCC Preschool 7/% ﬁ

First Christian Preschool enjoyed a wonderful Summer Adventure Camp filled with learning,
laughter, and memorable experiences. Throughout the summer, our children participated in
exciting weekly themes, water activities, science experiments, crafts, outdoor adventures, and
Bible lessons. We are grateful for our teachers and staff who worked hard to make this summer
safe, engaging, and fun for every child.

Vacation Bible School was another special highlight of our summer. Our children enjoyed a
meaningful week filled with worship, Bible stories, music, activities, and fellowship. We
sincerely thank the many volunteers who generously gave their time, energy, and talents to
make VBS possible. We extend special appreciation to Jay Thornton and Pastor Jack for their
leadership in organizing and guiding this wonderful ministry.

Several of our classrooms also received fresh paint and updates this summer. A special
thank-you goes to Jay Thornton for leading this project. We are also deeply grateful to Polly
Goodier, David Guzman, and George Reed for generously giving their time and talents to help
paint our classrooms. Their hard work has created fresh, bright, and welcoming spaces for our
children and teachers.

As we look ahead, we are excited to share that 95 children are enrolled for the upcoming school
year! All of our classrooms have teachers in place, although we are still seeking a few caring
and dependable paraprofessionals to join our FCCP team.

Our teachers will return August 4—7 for a full week of training and classroom preparation. We
will begin our week together in chapel with Pastor Jack before focusing on curriculum, class-
room routines, student engagement, sensory integration, policies, procedures, and safety
expectations.

A calendar of our preschool events and fundraisers for the entire school year will be posted on
the bulletin board outside the church office. We invite our church family to check the calendar
regularly and join us for these special opportunities to fellowship with our families and support
the preschool.

Over the past year, we have made meaningful changes to strengthen our classrooms, improve
safety, support our teachers, and provide enriching experiences for our children. As we continue
building upon that progress, we invite members of our church family and community to consider
supporting FCCP through financial gifts or donations of classroom and program materials.
Contributions of any size help us enhance our academic, faith-based, sensory, creative, and
outdoor programming. Every donation helps create a safe, nurturing, and engaging
environment where our children can learn and grow.

We are deeply grateful for the prayers, encouragement, volunteer service, and generosity of
everyone who believes in the mission of First Christian Preschool. Together, we can continue
providing an excellent early childhood program that places Jesus first and serves the children
and families of our church and community.



From Punchlines to Pantries— CISC

We are excited to announce an upcoming community event that promises to bring laughter,
connection, and meaningful impact to Lufkin. On September 13th 2026 CISC will host a Charity
Comedy Show staring nationally recognized comedian Marcus D. Wiley at the Pittser Garrison

Convention Center.

This event is more than just a night of entertainment it directly supports our mission to combat food
insecurity and provide essential resources to individuals and families in our community who are

facing hardship.
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PITSER GARRISON CONVENTION CENTER >

501 N. SECOMD STREET, LUFKIMN, TX 75901
DOORS OPEM AT 5:30 PM, SHOW STARTS AT & PM
TICKETS ARE S50 EACH

( FPurchase Tickets Online www.eventbrite com ]




Prayer Concerns

Members

Martha Bates

Cay Billingsley

Debra Moore

Lynn Pavlic

Ben Broughton [,inda Poland
Pat Day Connie Porter
Mariellen Day  Kay Schory
Gayle Fuller Glenda Smiley

Gail Ingersol
Knibb Family
Paul Lantis

Pat Levens

Patti Smithhart
Effie Stemple

Dwayne Turner

Linda Wallace

Family and Friends

Bridget Hannah

Lane Beamer Chris & Laurin

Mark Beavers Marcos Hernan-  Shea
Dylan Bederman dez Nancy Sloan
Gary Bolt Linda Jones Ty Taylor
Steve Bolt Vicky Pate Jones  Anne Veille
Alison Canterberry Ruth Jones

Sharon McClure

Easton Cole
Heather Newman

Amber Nichols
Christa Ogden

Tina Cook
Jon Cooper

Kathy Hearne Deal
Tristan Page

Larry McDonald

Dorothy Denton

Mission Partners

Nancy Flores
Ronnie Gard

Matteo Golinello

Rosemary Pena

Carl Ray Polk
Juliet Puckett

Jonathan Sewava in Uganda

Los Pinos Nuevos churches in Cuba

Charlie, Katie &

Sutton Grove Anne Rowe

Church Information

Jenny Roberts

Address: 1300 S. First St Lufkin, TX 75901
Phone #: 936-634-8341
Website: fcclufkin.com

Office Hours

Monday through Friday  8am-5pm

Closed for lunch 12om-1pm

Jack’s Office Hours  W-Th 10am-3pm

Sunday Church Services

Combined Service 10am

Staff Emails:
Rev. Jack Knox
Senior Minister
Paula West
Director of Music
Jay Thornton
Program Director
Ashton Elliott
Administrative Assistant
Megan Jordy
Bookkeeper
Traci Fuller

Preschool Director

jknox@fcclufkin.com

waulapestl@yahoo.com

jthornton@fcclufkin.com

aelliott@fcclufkin.com

mjordy @fcclufkin.com

tfuller@fcclufkin.com




